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Mayor Pittman Di Credico called the meeting to order at 7:00pm and announced a quorum.  Council Members present were Amanda Johnson, Sam Eason, Leeanne Mackowski, and Colton Lorance.  Council member Pennington was absent.  Staff Present: City Attorney Carvan Adkins; Police Chief Sam Love; and Public Works Director Lance Petty, City Secretary Angie Young, and Fire Chief Darrell Fitch
Council Member Pittman Di Credico gave the invocation and led the pledge.
Citizens Presentation
 Robert Miles
JoAnn Wilson

Ashley Majors Fabiola Valdez

All citizens reserved their comments for agenda item Old Business C.; Discussion and any necessary action regarding Preliminary Plat and Site Plan of Alpine General Contracting for proposed multi-family development for 64 units on 3.739-acre tract on Morris Street including developer’s agreement and other development issues on the same
Announcements

 Mayor Pittman Di Credico announced that there had been a study of the 250 best places to purchase a home and that Rhome as number eight (8) on the list.  She gave the criteria that was used and encouraged people to go to the city website for more details.
Mayor Pittman Di Credico also reminded everyone of the Memorial Day at 11:00am, and also about the car show benefitting first responders at the pharmacy at 1:00pm this Saturday.

Consent Agenda

Council member Mackowski made a motion to approve the minutes of the May 11th, 2017 council meeting.  Council member Johnson seconded the motion.  All voted aye, the motion carried.  
Regular Agenda – Old Business
 Eternal Flame at Veterans Park

Mayor Pittman Di Credico said that the $300.00 given towards a new eternal flame at the Veteran’s Park is not enough to cover the costs, noting that the total cost to be more close to $800.00.  She also noted that the budget was only $500.00 for this item.  Council Member Jonson suggested looking for the funds somewhere else in the budget.  Public Works Director Lance Petty said it would not take much for them to install it.  Council Member Eason spoke as to what other towns have in the way of an eternal flame and said that he had not seen this anywhere else.  Council Member Lorance was concerned that it is double what is in the budget for this item.  Council Member Mackowski said there are quite a few parks that have this and that we should honor veterans for their service.  Mayor Pittman Di Credico asked council if they were opposed to getting donations for the difference.  Council Member Johnson said she is not.  
Appointments for two year terms on Parks & Recreation Board and Planning & Zoning Board 
Mayor Pittman Di Credico noted that the most recent appointment to the parks & Recreation Board was to an expiring term and that we would need to re-appoint Mr. Josh McCabe for that seat.  Council Member Eason made a motion to appoint Josh Mc Cabe to a two year term on the Parks & Recreation Board.  Council Member Johnson seconded the motion.  All voted aye, the motion carried.  
Mayor Pittman Di Credico said that the Chairman of the Planning & Zoning Commission is Shawn Holliman and he has served for many years and have applied to be re-appointed.  She also noted that Ashley Majors and Fabiola Valdez both applied for appointments to the Planning & Zoning Commission; and that Commission Jimmy Johnson has indicated that he does not wish to be re-appointed.  Council Member Eason said he has seen Shawn Holliman run a meeting and he is an expert and also that alternate, Steve Knight has not missed a meeting and has filled in at most meetings.  Mayor Pittman Di Credico went over what the alternate does and noted that we need to fill one seat and one alternate seat.  Council Member Johnson asked for a volunteer to the alternate seat.  Fabiola Valdez volunteered to be the alternate.  Council Member Johnson made a motion to appoint Shawn Holliman and Ashley Majors to the Planning & Zoning Commission and Fabiola Valdez as an alternate.  Council Member Lorance seconded the motion.  All voted aye, the motion carried.  
Preliminary Plat and Site Plan of Alpine General Contracting for proposed multi-family development 
Robert Miles spoke regarding his concerns about the possibility of the townhomes becoming low income housing and the issues with traffic and safety.  Ashley Majors asked for clarification on why the property is platted into three lots.  She believes that this type of development is not consistent with the vision of Old Town Rhome and she is opposed to it.  Fabiola Valdez voiced her concerns about lack of public notice about the project.  She also said she believes it is not consistent with the old Town Rhome fell of the area.  She also noted that Mr. Garcia, who lives on Randall was asked all kinds of questions about his carport request and wants to know why the city is not asking so   many questions of this development.  She urged the council to reconsider this project.    Mayor Pittman Di Credico clarified that this property is zoned for multifamily and the discussion was for a preliminary plat on the agenda for the Planning & Zoning Commission.  She also noted that the city has sent a list of conditions and issues to the developer.  Brain Salter, engineer for the developer spoke to the city’s conditions and noted that they will adjust the plat as necessary and address any issues, and also confirm which alleys are abandoned.  City Attorney Adkins suggested we hear from the city’s engineer before deciding anything,  Eddie Aguilar with the city’s engineer firm said that there needs to be a plat  and a plan review process done first and this is short notice.  He also noted that there are four times shown on this plat that are not in compliance and that they had a list of times that was submitted that were unclear.  He noted that their surveyor did a review and the property lines don’t match.  Council Member Eason asked if they are willing to comply with the review and comments.  Mr. Aguilar said they will and this is usually done before it is sent to council for approval.  Attorney Adkins noted that it can be sent back to Planning & Zoning for review.  Steve Free with Alpine General Contracting said there is some confusion in the plat for Old Town Rhome from the 1940’s and that as they learn more those items will come out and be addressed and that if approved with conditions that all conditions will be addressed.  Mr. Salter agreed with Mr. Aguilar on the time constraints for answers.  Council member mackowski asked if thirty days would give them time to address the issues.  Council Member Johnson said she does not believe it is a good idea to approve with conditions.  Mayor Pittman Di Credico reminded the audience that this is a preliminary plat and that it does not say we approve of everything.  Council member Mackowski said she understands that but she has not seen details.  Mayor Pittman Di Credico said they were in the last packet.  Mayor Pittman Di Credico then asked the developer to address some of the concerns.  Mr. Free said the market in Rhome supports this type of housing and it will not be low income housing, noting that none of the 64 units will be low income housing and the development will be owned by the developer.  He also said the reason for three lots is for financing,  Mr. Salter added that it is currently multiple lots and that it must be one lot to configure to stand alone utilities and buildings, also if they need to convey ownership or collateral they can use one lot and not all.  He also noted that none of the building are connected there are some on each lot.  Ms. Majors urged council to send this back or take thirty days to review. She also said if it is re-platted then it can be sold to build homes.  Council Member Mackowski inquired about a conceptual plan showing a rendering of the buildings. Attorney Adkins said that is not required at this point.  Mr. Free said these units will appraise at approximately $100 - $150 per square foot, which is the top of the market.  Council Member Johnson made a motion to send the plat back to the Planning & Zoning Commission for review.  Council Member Lorance seconded the motion.  Council Member Eason asked what happens then.  Attorney Adkins said the Planning & Zoning Commission will have to hear it as a new item.  Council Member Eason was opposed to the motion.  All others voted aye, the motion carried.  
Executive Session
Easement at 330 W. Morris 
At 8:05pm council convened into Executive Session under Sections 551.071 and, consultation with attorney and discussion of real property.  At 8:29pm council reconvened into the Regular Agenda Old Business.  
New Business
Budget Amendment moving funds from Police Department New Auto Purchase to General Fund Building Maintenance for electrical work needed at the Police Department
Mayor Pittman Di Credico relayed that this is to cover unbudgeted maintenance expense at the Police Department, noting the city budgeted $50,000.00 for a new vehicle and bought one for less.  Council Member Johnson made a motion to approve Ordinance 2017-14 for a budget amendment to move $5,000.00 for the Police Department new vehicle budget to the General Fund Building Maintenance Budget for repairs to the Police department.  Council member Mackowski seconded the motion.  All voted aye, the motion carried.  
Powers of the mayor 
Mayor Pittman Di Credico noted that previously there had been discussion about this topic, noting that section 1.7 and 1.9 of the ordinances need to be cleaned up.  Council member Eason said he put together some proposed changes to clear this up, referring to state statues.  He said he would like to remove any inconsistencies.  He believes that the mayor should have the power to appoint and remove with council confirmation, and also punish up to an including termination.  He also noted that without a paid mayor we need a City Administrator position and that the mayor can authorize the Mayor Pro Tem for certain actions and direct the City Administrators duties.  He indicated that an appeal could be made to the council but it must get a 5 – 0 vote.   He believes the mayor must have the right to terminate to have the respect of the citizens and there also needs to be a provision to allow citizens to remove a council member, suggesting a petition with 200 signatures.  Lance Petty spoke in opposition to Council member Eason’s ideas, citing his own experience with a precious mayor in another city.  Mayor Pittman Di Credico asked the city attorney about state law on removal of an officer.  Attorney Adkins said as a General Law city the ordinances are what gives the city its’ authority.  Council Member Johnson said she think we need to let the attorney review this item.  Council Member Lorance said we need to take more time on this.  Mayor Pittman Di Credico said we need to discuss changes first, the put them on paper, then go forward with final approval.  Council member Eason said if we want to be consistent we need to make changes.  Mayor Pittman Di Credico said we can look at this again in July.  
Rental fees for Civic Pavilion
Mayor Pittman Di Credico reminded council of the rental agreement made in 2016, which charges a $100.00 deposit to citizens and a $200.00 deposit to non citizens and a $100.00 for rental.  Council Member Johnson said she is opposed to charging citizens for something they already paid for, but she is okay with the deposit. Mayor Pittman Di Credico asked about the extra charge for the electricity.  Council Member Johnson said she does not think it will be much.  One employee noted that a person who rented the pavilion said that $100.00 is not enough to charge for it.  City Secretary Young noted that because of the use of hotel motel taxes to build it that it should be used to bring in heads to fill beads.  Council Member Johnson said there should be no charge except the deposit.  Council Member Mackowski said we should charge go the consumption of water and electricity.  Council Member Lorance agreed with Council Member Mackowski and Council Member Eason said he thinks it is okay to charge for electricity but no fee for the facility.  Mayor Pittman Di Credico said we need to amend the policy and bring it back to the next meeting.  
Enhanced communications with the citizens
Council member Eason said we need to look at how we communicate with the citizens and do some brainstorming for ideas to better communicate.  He said it can be as simple as using colored paper inserts in the water bill.  He also noted that the website needs to be overhauled and that the Community Review on it now is from September.  He also suggested a scrolling marquee with meeting dates on it or cameras with live feed of council meetings.  He said we need a modern way to communicate.  Council Member Mackowski said we have a good venue at council meetings and get good feedback and if someone is interested then they can come to meetings.  Mayor Pittman Di Credico agreed that citizens have a certain responsibility to be informed and she also like the idea of a video feed but questioned spending the money on this facility if we will be moving it. Council Member Lorance likes to idea of community alerts for specific areas or issues.  Lance Petty said he likes using Blackboard connect for this.  Mayor Pittman Di Credico asked Mr. Petty to look into this.  City Secretary Young said there is a Wise County weather alert that citizens can sign up for.  Mr. petty also suggested that his crew could build an inexpensive billboard in front of the old school.  
Future Agenda Items

Worksop for 5 year plan – Council Member Eason
Budget Workshop

Potential for a part time Fire Chief
Adjourn
There being no further business, at 9:03pm Council Member Mackowski made a motion to adjourn.  Council Member Johnson seconded the motion.  All voted aye, the motion carried 
Regular Agenda – New Business
Future Agenda Items

Adjourn
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