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Mayor Pittman called the meeting to order at 7:00pm and announced a quorum.  Council Members present were Tim Robison, Ronnie Moore, Amanda Johnson, and Sam Eason.  Council Member Leeanne Mackowski was absent.  Staff Present: City Attorney Tim Sralla; Police Chief Sam Love; and City Secretary Angie Young
Council Member Moore gave the invocation and Mayor Pittman led the assembly in the pledge of allegiance.  

Citizens Presentation

Deborah Becraft spoke regarding replacement of the eternal flame at the Veteran’s Park.  She noted that the cost is approximately $167.00 which is much less than the original one.  She asked if it could be replaced by Memorial Day.  
JoAnn Wilson spoke regarding expenditures related to the City Hall renovation, asking the council to be careful of spending and citing the tax roll back, and suggested that the city not take out a loan.  
Patricia Mitchell spoke regarding her concerns over her visit to a Rhome Forward meeting, specifically her issues with what considers election fixing and electoral fraud.

Announcements

Council Member Robison announced that in the 2015 audit the council was showed discrepancies in the TMRS payments and he is officially requesting the mayor to open an investigation into the matter 
Public Hearings

Mayor Pittman opened the public hearing at 7:12pm.  She explained the background of the requirements for a Specific Use Permit, also noting there has not been a recommendation from the Planning & Zoning Commission.  Citizen JoAnn Wilson spoke regarding her concerns with the structure.  She feels that what is proposed will look like a pole barn and would like to see the structure complement the house.  She also noted that there is another resident who could not be at the meeting whose property will also be affected and they are opposed to the structure.  Citizen Tommie Eason said the city should be here to help people and she does see a problem with it.  Requestor, Linda Gant, said she has two letters from doctors to support the need for it, citing that the current structure covers 8.3 feet and they need 11.7 to get her husband in and out of the car safely.  Mr. Gant said he takes pride in his home.  Citizen Robin Holmes said we need to bring humanity back.     

Next Mayor Pittman addressed the request for a detached building at the Motel 6, asking Mr. Patel of Motel if he brought more detailed documents.  He noted that he passed out a picture of the proposed structure.  Property Owner Dan Winters asked to see what was presented.    
The next item addressed was the request for a pole sign at 359 Denton Street, the Best Used Truck location.  Citizen Tommie Eason asked why he could not put up a monument sign; Citizen Steven knight asked where it would be located, to which Eddie Walker of Beast Used Trucks commented that the sign would be in the far southeast corner.  He also noted that he needs a pole sign for the same reason McDonald and Love’s needed theirs, to draw business from the highway traffic.  He noted that his Christmas truck drew lots of attention.  Mayor Pittman asked if the sign would be lighted to which Mr. Walker replied that yes it would be.  Tommie Eason said anyone coming to see him already knows where he is.  Citizen Patti Robison said people come from out of state and will see it.  Citizen Robin Holmes said she thinks people will come to the city and so will the revenue.  Citizen David Kuhleman said we need to change the ordinance.  

The public hearing closed at 7:30pm.  

280 W. 1st Street – Specific Use Permit for a carport
Council Member Eason said Council Member Moore has said we need to do more for our citizens and that the Gants have a significant hardship.  He also noted that there are other carports that do not match the main structure.  Council Member Johnson suggested that denying this could become a liability.  She also said there are carports that don’t match but still look nice.  Council Member Moore agreed with her.  Council Member Robison said we should let the Planning & Zoning Commission decide what it should look like.  Council Member Robison made a motion to table this item until the February 9th meeting and Council Member Eason seconded the motion.   All voted aye, the motion carried.  

Motel 6 – request for variance to erect detached garage

Council Member Johnson said we asked for more information and we got it and it looks good; she is not opposed.  Council Member Moore agreed.  Mr. Patel of Motel 6 said it will be in the existing parking lot.  Council Member Eason asked if it will interfere with the fire lane and also said the drainage does not look good.  Mr. Patel said it is 4’ from the property line and said the color will be similar to the color of the building.  Council Member Moore thanked him for the business he brings to the city.  Council Member Robison said he thinks they can do a little better than the building proposed to enhance the property value. Property Owner Cynthia Hurd said she owns the building that Woodhaven Bank is in and she appreciates the Motel 6 but has concerns about overflow parking.  Mr. Patel said they will not be taking up any more parking spaces than they already are.  Council Member Eason asked id not being granted the variance will create a hardship, to which Mr. Patel replied no.  Mr. Patel did note that they have had break ins into vehicles but does not want a bad reputation.  Council Member Eason said he wants to support this but also wants something that will enhance the property.  Council Member Johnson said it does not meet the criteria for granting a variance.  Council Member Eason made a motion to deny the request.  Council Member Robison seconded the request.  Council member Moore was opposed; all other voted aye, the motion carried.  

359 Denton Street – Best Used Trucks

Council Member Robison asked Mr. Walker if the state requires a sign and he said yes it does and there is a copy of the state letter attached to his handout.  Council Member Johnson asked if the existing sign meets the state requirements and Mr. Walker said it does.  She also asked if he had any statistics to support how his business is generated.  Mr. Walker did not but stated that he needs the sign for name recognition.  Council Member Eason said he drives by the location every day and can see the trucks even without a sign.  He also notices that the letter handed out did not address any hardship.  Council Member Moore said to make a business work he needs a sign.  Mayor Pittman noted that we have another agenda item that address signs that could affect this item.  Mr. Walker noted that when he started out he advertised in magazines, his wife, Diane Schafer said most businesses get their name recognition from the radio and television but for Best Used Trucks it is the name and the sign.  Council Member Eason does not think you could see a 20’ pole sign from Highway 287.  Diane Schafer said you can’t see a monument sign from Highway 114.  Citizen Patti Robison said she has seen it but it has not been opened long enough to have any statistics.  Council Member Robison said Best Used Trucks has put Rhome on the map and worked well with the city and he does not think it will hurt.  Council Member Eason made a motion to move the decision to item d of New Business.  Council member Johnson seconded the motion.  Council Member Robison and Moore were opposed and Council Members Eason and Johnson were in favor.  Mayor Pittman would like to approve this item in consideration with the overall sign ordinance.  She was in favor of moving the decision to item D of New Business.  
Regular Agenda - Old Business
Prairie Point Development

Marshal Baker and Jim Briscoe spoke regarding the status of this proposed development.  Mr. Briscoe said they switched engineers and have done extensive survey work, moved the school site, and would like to trade 10 acres of land that is not suitable for a park for 10 acres that is.  Bryan Klein from the engineering firm Ion Designs said this will be a community within the existing community.  He also went over the various lots sizes, proposed streets, schools and the master plan.  He estimates about 150 lots.  He said Connie Kruger will head up the annexations needed and will have a planned development that will come to the city decision first, including the approval for platting and engineering.  Mayor Pittman asked about the rough estimate of the beginning of construction.  Mr. Briscoe said it depends on how fast it moves though the city processes and that lots must be sold before they can break ground.  He noted that they can do the annexations at the same time they are doing the zoning and planning.  This will take about 6 months.  He said they can shoot for the third quarter of 2018 to begin building homes.  Council member Eason said last time Mr. Briscoe spoke to them he assured them there would be no new taxes and asked if that was still true.  Mr. Briscoe said they will use a Public Improvement District to cover the costs.  Mr. Briscoe said they can draw up the Planned Development or the city can.  Mayor Pittman said we will need to amend the zoning ordinance to cover the entire development.  Mr. Briscoe said they will be back again as thing progress.  
Fee Schedule Ordinance

Council Member Eason said there was no recommendation from the Planning & Zoning Commission on this.  City Attorney Tim Sralla said the council does not need a recommendation from the Planning & Zoning Commission to act on this.  Mayor Pittman asked if we can modify it at a later date, to which Mr. Sralla said yes.  He said the council can set the fees and can adopt the ordinance with legal review and if there are some fees that are not in the ordinance there is a remedy provided for that.  Mayor Pittman said she would rather finalize it before adopting it.  She noted that the towing fees need to be added.  Attorney Sralla said we must pass an amendment to the ordinance to change fees.  Council Member Eason made a motion to table the item until the February 9th meeting.  Council member Robison seconded the motion.  All voted aye, the motion carried.
Asbestos & Mold at City Hall

Mayor Pittman reported that all of the mold and the asbestos have been removed and the final invoice was approximately $19,000.00.  Eddie Aguilar form Jacob & Martin said there will be a final mold inspection on Thursday to clear the building with the state.  

Rebuild of City Hall

Eddie Aguilar gave an update on the roof bids, noting that the low bidder gave a 10 year workmanship warranty but not a dollar warranty.  He said they got a bid from Cannon for $28,000.00.  Mayor Pittman said that amount will change but they are not sure by how much.  She also asked if the council is still okay with her confirming decisions with Council Members Moore and Johnson and if the council is still okay with the $30,000.00 limit.  Mr. Aguilar said it will be over $30,000.00 but has no idea by how much.  Mayor Pittman said lets wait on the other bid before we decide and put it on the February 9th agenda.  

Powers of the Mayor

Council Member Moore wants to table the item until the February 9th meeting when all council is present.  Council Member Johnson said having the mayor break a tie is not fair and she seconded the motion. All voted aye, the motion carried.  
Regular Agenda – New Business
Wise County Election Contract

Mayor Pittman announced that we still have not received the contract for elections from Wise County.  Council Member Eason made a motion to move the item to the February 9th meeting and Council member Robison seconded the motion.  All voted aye, the motion carried.  

Police Department Grant
Police Chief Sam Love said this grant will enable us to electronically connect our crime reports, noting that it is important to accumulate statistics.  He said if we do not get the grant there is not cost and it is for $7,500.00 to Copsync to set it up.  He said they need a resolution to authorize them to go after this grant.  Council Member Robison made a motion to approve Resolution 2017-02R and Council Member Eason seconded the motion.  All voted aye, the motion carried.  

Building Official Position

Mayor Pittman explained the need for someone to help with inspections, planning, and permitting.  Council Member Robison said he thinks that we need to contract with someone for this to take the weight off of city staff.  Council Member Moore said this person could go to the Planning & Zoning Meetings and report to council.  Council Member Eason said we need a single point of contact and that it may not be full time initially.  Jim Briscoe said he would need a full time inspector once this subdivision gets going.  
Revisions to the sign ordinance

Council member Eason said the revision does not provide for a maximum height and he suggested 20 feet.  Council Member Moore said he is in favor of this.  Mayor Pittman said she thinks the Planning& Zoning Commission is saying that pole sign are only allowed on highway access roads.  Council Member Moore said we should let the man do what he brought his business here to do.  Council Member Johnson said we do need a specific height limit.  Council Member Robison said he understands the language of the ordinance and he is leaning towards the same height as the main structure. Mayor Pittman asked for Mr. Briscoe’s input and he said the commercial businesses will needs signs.  City Attorney said there needs to be a public hearing first before the ordinance can be amended since it is part of the zoning ordinance.  Council Johnson made a motion to move the decision to next available meeting after the public hearing.  Council Member Moore seconded the motion.  Council Member Eason was opposed; all voted aye, the motion carried.
Planning & Zoning Fee Schedule Ordinance
Duplicate item
Ordinance 2017-6 regarding the update of building codes
Council Member Eason said even the bigger cities are not going with the more recent codes.  Jim Briscoe said we need to first understand what it will cost.  Council Member Moore made a motion to table the discussion until we have more information of costs.  Council Member Johnson seconded the motion.  All voted aye, the motion carried.  

Access to city facilities

Mayor Pittman said the access to the Police Department should be restricted.  She also said that no elected official has a clicker to get in the gate at this facility.  Council Member Moore asked how he would be able to get in if there was an emergency and he needed back there.  Mayor Pittman said he has the code to the front door.  Council Member Moore said she should let him know when she does these things.  Mayor Pittman said she only changed the front door codes because the doors were found opened on the weekend a few weeks back.  Council Member said he wants to ensure that the Veteran’s group will still be able to get in.  

Comprehensive Plan

Mayor Pittman said that we completed a Capital Improvement Plan but that only address the infrastructure and that we now need to look at future development and a vision.  Council Member Eason made a motion to put this item on the agenda for the seconded Meeting of March.  Council Member Moore seconded the motion.  All voted aye, the motion carried.  

Future Agenda Items

None
Adjourn

There being no further business Council Member Robison made a motion to adjourn. Council Member Moore seconded the motion. All present voted for the motion.

Meeting adjourned at 10:18pm.
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