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Mayor Pittman called the meeting to order at 7:00pm and announced a quorum.  Council Members present were Tim Robison, Leeanne Mackowski, Ronnie Moore, and Sam Eason.  Council Member Dawn Davis was absent.  Staff Present: City Attorney Tim Sralla; Police Chief Sam Love; and Public Works Director Lance Petty
Council Member Robison gave the invocation and Mayor Pittman led the assembly in the pledge of allegiance.  

Citizens Presentation

None
Announcements

None
Council Member Robison made a motion to move new Business Item A to the first item of the meeting.  Council Member Moore seconded the motion.  All voted aye, the motion carried.  

Council Member mackowski made a motion to approve the consent agenda and Council Member Robison seconded the motion.  All voted aye, the motion carried.  

Dr. Ryder Warren of the Northwest Independent School District gave a presentation regarding the state-of-the-district

Regular Agenda - Old Business
Ordinance authorizing the issuance of City of Rhome, Texas General Obligation Refunding Bonds, Series 2016 and any related matters incident to the issuance, sale, payment and delivery of said bonds.  A mmotion was made by Leeanne Mackowski to approve ordinance and Sam Eason seconded.  Tim Robison, Sam Eason and Leeanne Mackowski voted for approving the ordinance.  Ronnie Moore voted against approving ordinance due to lack of having information about what was being voted on. John Martin indicated to Tim Sralla that he thought a vote on a bond required a super majority vote which would be 4 of 5 council members (Dawn Davis was absent).   John Martin asked to hold the agenda item open while he confirmed this with his legal department via cell phone.  Ronnie Moore asked if we could take the vote again for approving the ordinance.  Sam Eason made a motion to approve ordinance.  Leeanne Mackowski seconded. All present voted in favor of approving ordinance.
Discussion and any necessary action regarding agreement with Walnut Creek Special Utility District and discussions with Parker Straus as special legal counsel regarding same

Sam Eason made a motion to move Old Business B to Executive Session.  Leeanne Mackowski seconded.  All present voted in favor of moving the item. Council Member Mackowski made a motion to move this item and Council member seconded the motion.  Council Members Sam Eason, Leeanne Mackowski, Ronnie Moore voted for moving it.  Tim Robison voted against moving it, the motion carried.  Council convened into Executive Session at 7:30 PM.  Council Reconvened in to regular session at 8:12pm.  
Discussion and any necessary action regarding bid package and repairs for Westside WWTP

Eddie Aguilar of Jacob & Martin gave an update on the bidding process for repairs to the West Waste Water Treatment Plant.
Update and any necessary action regarding asbestos and mold remediation at city facilities at 105 W. First Street.  Council Member Mackowski made a motion to authorize two council members and the mayor to inspect the area after demo and make a judgment call on whether to abate the asbestos or encapsulate it.  Council member Moore seconded the motion.  All present voted in favor.  The motion carried.  Sam Eason and Ronnie Moore volunteered to be the two council members.
Discussion and any necessary action regarding rebuild at city facilities at 105 W. First Street and authorization of a contract for such rebuild
No action taken
Discussion and any necessary action regarding 2017 Calendar of Events
The events discussed for 2017 included Easter, Spring Carnival, Memorial Day, Fall Festival, Veterans Day and Thanksgiving Day.  There was also discussion about letting the fire department hold a Santa Sighting for a Christmas event instead of the Parks Board.  Tommie Eason gave some information regarding a carnival.  She said that most reputable vendors were booked for the fall but one particular one was available in the spring.  She will meet with the vendor after the first of the year to look at the rides and get more information for Council.
Discussion and any necessary action regarding changing from at large council seats to places for council seats
Council Member Mackowski made a motion to change from at large seats to election by places at the next election. Council Member Eason seconded the motion. Council members Eason and Mackowski voted for the motion. Council members Robison and Moore voted against the motion. Mayor Pittman voted in favor of the motion.  The motion carried.
Discussion and any necessary action regarding powers of the mayor, including any necessary action regarding adoption of an ordinance authorizing the Mayor to expend or commit funds when the Mayor determines that (1) such action is reasonably appropriate and advisable and (2) delaying action until the next regularly scheduled Council meeting will unduly interfere with the operations of the City or will undermine the best interests of the City
The council discussed the spending authority the mayor has.  Council Member Moore thought it was $500 in an emergency.  City Attorney Tim Sralla indicated that while we may have approved the mayor may spend $5,000 in an emergency situation with council notification in a certain time frame, it was not passed as an ordinance that was included in the code of ordinances.  It may have passed as a resolution but really should be an ordinance.  This was tabled until the next meeting to research further.
Regular Agenda – New Business

Discussion and any necessary action regarding appointing alternate members to the Planning & Zoning Board and the Parks & Recreation Board
Any changes to the Planning & Zoning Board including adding alternates requires a change to go before the P&Z and have a public hearing before council can vote on it. Council Member Eason made a motion to add this item to the P&Z agenda so they can explore modifications to add two alternates to the P&Z Board.  Council Member Moore seconded the motion. All present voted for the motion.  The motion carried
Update and discussion on recommendations on agenda items from Planning & Zoning Board 12/5/16 meeting
No one was present from the P&Z to present or discuss recommendations from the 12/5/16 meeting.
Discussion and any necessary action regarding proposed changes to fire department incentive structure and the member requirements as defined in the fire department by-laws
Chief Fitch presented the firefighter incentive program as it currently stood as well as proposed changes to the structure of the program.  In addition, Chief Fitch proposed changes to Article II of the Fire Department By-laws regarding membership requirements and status of members.   Council Member Robison praised Chief Fitch for clearly presenting an incentive program with transparency.  Council Member Mackowski made a motion to approve the proposed changes.  Council member Robison seconded the motion. All present voted for the motion. The motion carried.
Discussion and any necessary action regarding adoption of an ordinance authorizing and regulating the operation of the City impound lot and setting fees for impoundment and storage of vehicles
This item was discussed under Executive Session 
Executive Session
Pursuant to the Open Meetings Act, Chapter 551, Section 551.071 of the Texas Government Code, the Council may convene into executive session at any time during the meeting if a need rises for the City Council to seek advice from the City Attorney concerning any item on this agenda, to discuss pending and contemplated litigation, or a settlement offer, or to discuss a matter in which the duty of the attorney to the City Council under the Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct of the State Board of Texas clearly conflicts with Chapter 551.  In addition, iff during the course of the City Council meeting, any discussion of any item on the agenda should be held in a closed meeting, the Council will convene into executive session in accordance with the Texas Open Meetings Act, Texas Government Code, Chapter 551, Subchapters (D) and (E).
It is specifically contemplated that the Council will convene in executive session under Section 551.071 to discuss the following matters:

A. Regular Session, Old Business, Item B, Discussion and any necessary action regarding agreement with Walnut Creek Special Utility District and discussions with Parker Straus as special legal counsel regarding same

B. Regular Session, New Business, Item E, Discussion and any necessary action regarding adoption of an ordinance authorizing and regulating the operation of the City impound lot and setting fees for impoundment and storage of vehicles
No action was taken as a result of Executive Session.

Future Agenda Items

Adjourn

There being no further business at 9:48pm Council member Mackowski made a motion to adjourn. Council Member Eason seconded the motion. All present voted for the motion.

Meeting adjourned at 9:48 PM
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