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Mayor Pittman called the meeting to order at 7:00pm and announced a quorum.  Council Members present were Tim Robison, Leeanne Mackowski, and Sam Eason.  Council Member Dawn Davis was absent.   Staff Present: City Secretary Angie Young.  

Council Member Robison gave the invocation and Mayor Pittman led the assembly in the pledge of allegiance.  

Citizens Presentation - Kenny Crenshaw spoke regarding the lights that are out on the flags at the old City Hall.
Announcements - None
Council member Eason made a motion to move Items A & B under New Business to the first item of the meeting.  Council Member Mackowski seconded the motion.  Council member Moore was opposed, all others voted aye. The motion carried.    

Resignation of Dawn Davis
Mayor Pittman announced that Council member Davis resigned on December 13th, 2016.  Council Member Eason made a motion to accept the resignation of Council member Davis.  Council Member Mackowski seconded the motion.  All voted aye, the motion carried. 

Appointment of successor to City Council

Council member Moore made a motion to leave the seat vacant since there is a less than a year left until elections and noted that the mayor and the mayor pro tem can break any tied votes.  Council Member Robison agreed with this.  Council Member Eason felt we should make an appointment from Crown Point.  He said he had been approached by Louis Godfrey, Amanda Johnson, and Charles Pennington – all are interested.  Mayor Pittman said id she had to break a tie she would want to interview each one of those people to see why they are interested and what their goals might be for the city.  She also noted that there has been a lot of contention in the past but that is subsiding and she wants to keep it that way.  Louis Godfrey was not present.  Amanda Johnson said she does not have a specific goal but that she has enjoyed seeing the cohesiveness and is also interested in city events, and plans on running in May.  Charles Pennington also stated that he plans on running as well and that he wants to see the city resolve its water issues.  Mayor Pittman asked if either candidate had any issues with current council or city staff.  Botha answered no.  Council Member Eason said he believes both candidates are qualified, however, he feels Amanda Johnson represents the future of Rhome.  Mayor Pittman said she is hesitant to move forward since we are making the decision for the citizens without them voting and wants to be cautious.  Council Member Robison made a motion to appoint Amanda Johnson to the vacant seat and Council Member Moore seconded the motion.  All voted aye, the motion carried 
Amanda Johnson was immediately given the Oath of Office by Mayor Pittman and recited the Statement of Officer .
Regular Agenda - Old Business
Mold Remediation
Mayor Pittman said there has been some additional expenses for the mold removal and that we will need to move the funds to cover this.  She recommended moving $7000.00 from the Streets budget to the Building Maintenance & Repair budget, noting that we can use the $15,000.00 from the county for the streets.  Council Member Eason made a motion to move $7000.00 from Streets to Building Maintenance & Repair.  Council Member Robison seconded the motion.  All voted aye, the motion carried.  

Contract for rebuild at City Hall

Mayor Pittman said while we are not ready yet she has gotten with city staff to get an idea of the rebuild.  She passed out copies of a rough drawing.  Council Member Eason confirmed that it looks like we are getting rid of offices to make room for more capacity in meetings.  He also shared concerns about how far into the future growth this will take us.  Mayor Pittman said she will have the engineer check the overall structure and see about getting quotes on the rebuilds.  

Powers of the Mayor

Council member Eason said that $500.00 for emergency spending sounds low.  Council member Moore said we need to give her what she needs to take care of things.  Council member Robison said we also competent Department Heads to determine the necessity of spending.  City Attorney Sralla said he wrote it to contain two figures, one for emergencies and one for non-emergencies.  Council Member Robison made a motion to approve Ordinance 2016-12 to amend section 1.03.003 of the Code of Ordinances allowing for the mayor to approve expenditures of up to $2500.00 and up to $5000.00 for non-emergencies.  Council member Mackowski seconded the motion.  All voted aye, the motion carried.  
Walnut Creek Utility District

Mayor Pittman explained that the firm for legal counsel sought for the water issues we are having with WCUD ahs closed and we need to retain new counsel.  Council Member Mackowski made a motion to approve retaining Steven Wood for representation in the matter.  Council Member Moore seconded the motion.  All voted aye, the motion carried.  
Regular Agenda - New Business
Prosecutor Fees

Mayor Pittman said we budgeted $400.00 for these services but the bills are coming in at around $900.00 so we need to be thinking about this.   She noted that we will ruin out of money in about two months at this rate.  

Executive Session

Council convened into Executive Session at 8:08pm.  Council reconvened into Regular Session at 8:26pm.  No action was taken 

Adjourn

There being no further action, at 8:31 Council Member Mackowski made a motion to adjourn.  Council member Moore seconded the motion.  All voted aye, the motion carried. 
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